
St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Infant School 
 
 

Curriculum Update 
 

Autumn Term 2 – Y1NT and Y1G 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

This letter informs you about what your child will be learning at school in the second 
half of the autumn term. We hope that you will be able to help your child explore and 
discuss these areas at home through some of the following ideas: 
 

• researching areas at the local library and helping your child develop their library 
skills 

 

• searching with them on the internet for child friendly material and relevant 
websites 

 

• watching relevant television programmes that may support their work, or visiting a 
museum 

 

• and, most importantly, talking to your child about what they have done at school! 
Listen to what they have learned and praise their achievements! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Subject 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

Religious 
Education 

In R.E. we will explore the children’s ideas of ‘what God is like’.  The 
children will reflect on the fact that some things are mysterious and 
cannot be explained easily. We will then think about Advent and how 
it is a time of preparation for Christians as they wait to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus. Finally we will explore the Christmas story in great 
detail, and discuss why Jesus’ birth is such an important event for 
Christians.  

 

History 
We will begin by teaching the children about the Gunpowder Plot and 
the key figures involved, including Guy Fawkes and King James I. We 
will then learn about the origins of Remembrance Day and how its 
significance has grown to incorporate modern day conflicts.   

 

Personal, 
Social and 

Health 
Education 

(PSHE) 

We will be talking about money, considering where it comes from and 
what it is used for. After this, we will move onto the topic ‘Growing 
and Changing’. During this topic, we will discuss changes that occur 
from young to old and what features make us unique.  Finally, we will 
move onto discussions about keeping ourselves and others safe and 
how listening to others and playing co-operatively can help us to have 
healthy relationships. 

  

 
 

 
  

  



Subject 
 

Our Learning 
 

P.E. We will be developing our gymnastic skills, focussing on bouncing, 
landing and jumping. We will then move onto our topic ‘Rocking and 
Rolling’, where we will learn how to safely perform a forward roll. 

Music We will start our music lessons by using the Charanga topic “Rhythm 
in the way we walk” which will introduce us to Reggae music.  
We will listen to, sing and play different instruments whilst exploring 
fun Reggae tracks, as well as listening to and appraising other musical 
styles. We will then focus our sessions on learning the songs for the 
School Nativity play. 

  
  

 

  

 

Topic 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

Paws, 
Claws and 
Whiskers 

 
 
 
 

Science Animals will form the main focus of our learning, as we study 
classification and how creatures can be grouped. We will also be 
looking at variation and how we adapt to our environment. This 
includes camouflage, and understanding how it benefits animals in the 
wild. Our on-going science learning about seasonal changes in the 
environment will also continue as we move into winter. 
 
Computing This half term, we will develop our computing skills by 
searching for information, learning to save and retrieve, and then 
using it for a purpose. This will take the form of posters using 
publisher, visual presentations and fact files. We will also use creative 
art programs to create Christmas calendars towards the end of the 
half term. 
The children will be taught more about safe and respectful Internet 
use. 
 
Art and Design We will be exploring art and design techniques 
through observational drawings of animals, different uses of media to 
obtain the effect of animal textures, as well as collage and sculpture of 
some of our animals. We will also look closely at the work of artists 
and learn to appreciate and discuss their approaches. 
 
Design and Technology We will learn about the design process and 
selection of ideas, bearing in mind the audience of a product. We will 
select from a range of tools and equipment to create packaging for 
animal-related products and make a model enclosure for zoo animals. 
We will also learn to evaluate existing market products and feed 
elements of these into our own designs. 
 
Geography We will learn how to use maps and atlases, looking at 
animal habitats around the world. We will look in more detail at the 
British Isles and surrounding bodies of water, as well as the continents 
of the world. We will explore examples of plans from a bird’s-eye view 
and use this knowledge to design our own wildlife park! 

 

 


